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In the Spotlight  
Students take part in statewide adult education conference. 

Save the Date! Join us on Tuesday, March 18, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

for DALC night at Chipotle in Dover. 
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Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Dover Adult Learning Center (DALC) was 

represented at the NH Adult Education 

Conference in Concord, a major event that 

brought together adult education professionals 

from across the state. 

And this year, there was a twist: student leaders. 

The main goal of the conference, which takes 

place every year, is to share ideas and updates from the education sector.  

The keynote address was an interactive session on the Right Question 

Formation Technique. According to DALC Director Deanna Strand, “This is a 

powerful tool, developed in part by two founders of adult education in 

New Hampshire, Pat Nelson and Art Ellison.” Ellison was the Director of NH 

Adult Education for 38 years and 

passed away in March 2024.  

ESL teacher Lien Harris noted that 

“the majority of professional 

development opportunities for teachers are online today, so I really appreciate 

the opportunity to participate in NH Adult Education conferences.” According to 

Harris, the fall conference really 

helped her get excited about 

applying what she learned to this 

year’s students. 

Representing the students, DALC 

sent Galina Burkova, Tereza Leite, 

and Bruna Almeida.  

“Being part of this conference with all those teachers and students was 

really special,” says Leite. “Hearing a little bit about each international 

student’s story, who came to this country to pursue their dreams and their families, was really inspiring. It motivated 

me to continue dedicating myself to learning the language.” 
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Around the Center 

Making Connections in the Classroom 
 
Through the NH Humanities Connections program, 
teacher Bill Badgley has been joining teacher Lien 
Harris’ ESL class to give a much more in-depth 
presentation about the historical 
context of a book, The Boys in the 
Boat by Daniel James Brown. It’s 
the story of University of 
Washington's crew team and their 
quest for gold at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics and includes the great 
depression. 

 
“We have 
been talking about economics, 
what is a stock, what is a good 
investment, what happens 
during a recession, or 
depression,” says Badgley. “We 
also talk about homelessness, 
poverty and hunger.  
Badgley will return in a few 
weeks to talk about Hitler, the 

rise of Naziism and the Holocaust.  
Badgley says literacy exists at multiple levels. One is 
the English language, as they read the book, students 
expand their vocabulary in all 
sorts of ways, another is a 
level of economic investment 
literacy. There is also a 
certain literacy related to 
American history and culture 
students will get. Beyond 
that, there are the benefits of 
just communicating their 
differing ideas with each 
other and sharing their 
unique cultural perspectives. 
 

Grant-powered Initiatives 
Congratulations to Michelle Lebs, Technology 
Integrator and Donna Vittands, HSE Prep at 
Somersworth High School for their acceptance into 
two national OCTAE-endorsed trainings. 
Lebs, along with Deanna Strand and hopefully a couple 
of teachers will participate in Digital Resiliency for the 

Our Programs American Workforce (DRAW) this winter/spring. 
DRAW is a national training offered by OCTAE (Office 
of Career, Technical and Adult Education) and 
designed to strengthen digital resilience and workforce 
readiness in adult education. By participating in this 
initiative, we aim to address critical digital skill gaps 
among adult learners and gain tools, resources, and 
training to foster digital resilience and advance 
workforce development. Vittands will participate in 
Teaching the Skills that Matter (TSTM). The TSTM 
project is designed to 
provide training and 
technical assistance to 
teachers in adult basic skills 
education classes, targeting 
skills that matter in the 
areas of civics education, 
digital literacy, financial 
literacy, health literacy, and 
workforce preparation, with 
approaches that work. 
 

Integrated Education and Training (IET) 
Executive Director Deanna Strand is informally 
participating in IET development training. This two 
year project seeks to integrate all the learning that has 
happened over the last 6 years about how to create 
high quality IETs that teach basic skills and 
occupational skills concurrently and contextually to 
help accelerate adults onto a career pathway with an 
industry recognized credential.  
Two exciting developments will support this work.  
US Senator Jeanne Shaheen has selected DALC as a 
recipient of Congressional Discretionary Funding 
(pending federal budget approval) to support an LNA 
IET, such as the CTE After Hours program we ran last 
year. NHWorks workforce development programs 
(such as unemployment, WIOA Adult, Job Training 
Fund and MyTurn) have agreed to partner with DALC 
in creating an IET that makes sense for our community 
and area employers.  
 

Welcome New Staff 
Darren Tapp is a PhD 
mathematician with abundant 
college teaching experience and 
has been a volunteer in 
Rochester this fall. He'll continue 
volunteering and add a math 
class in each location to 
supplement current morning 
HSE prep classes. 

Cate Casey is a social worker 
with three boys. She's been 
hired as our Childcare 
Coordinator. Cate worked for 
many years at Strafford County 
Community Action Partnership 
(SCCAP) as a home visitor and 
family advocate. She also 
worked at Twice the Fun, a 
children’s active play center. 

Her youngest child will join her in the childcare room.  
 

Volunteers Invited to Assist in New Ways 
Bridget  Barker has been recruiting and training 
volunteers to support in all aspects of DALC. Teams are 
being formed to support in childcare and the computer 
lab, as they have for some time, and now also to teach 
StAR classes, facilitate Learning Circles, assist with 
mailings, do administrative tasks and to be volunteer 
drivers, among other things. Plans are to build teams 
that are self-led, mutually supportive, and 
independent.  
 

Student Transportation 
Our Volunteer Driver Program is about to launch. 
Several volunteer drivers have offered to transport a 
handful of students to and from classes. Bridget is 
actively recruiting volunteers for this specific role. 
Since it is a high stakes assignment, there are some 
requirements beyond the basic ones for volunteers. 
They must have a valid driver's license and  the 
required amount of insurance. There is a manual they 
must read and agree to follow.  
 

Learn more at: doveradultlearning.org/volunteer 

Around the Center—Continued 

Nepal  
by Sharada Ghirmire 

 
The mountain is big and beautiful. 

The Durga temple is nice. 
My family is good. 

My daughter is a teacher. 
My sons are strong. 

My grandsons are nice. 
My granddaughters are pretty. 

My brothers are healthy. 
The weather is hot. 
My house is small. 

The kitchen is clean. 

In Our Own Words 
A collection of student and staff writings 

Drielle Cervenka 

Mahmoud  
Mohamedelfaki 

Sogand Shouraj  


