
How Donations Remove Barriers 

The three greatest barriers to participation in adult education are lack of 
safe reliable childcare, housing insecurity and transportation challenges.  

Adult learners can end up in a cycle of struggle when they can't get to 
school to study for their high school equivalency test, or to gain the level 
of English language proficiency they need to be successful in their 
education, career or community.  

Our counselors assist students in finding resources to mitigate these big 
three barriers and make it possible for them to get to school consistently, 
be focused and relaxed when they are at school, and have the capacity to 
study and do homework outside of school.  

Thanks to two generous community partners, Walmart 
and Kennebunk Savings Bank, this just became easier. 
Due to their donations, we are now able to buy bus 
tickets and taxi rides for students, and can continue to 
provide, even expand childcare for parents to use 
while they are in school.  

Many adults would be unable to participate in adult 
education without these supports. These gifts will help 
them be successful in their pursuit of basic education 
and career opportunities, and better able to obtain 
housing, childcare and transportation, interrupting a 
spiral of obstructions. 
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Making the Match 
There are many volunteer opportunities with Dover Adult 
Learning Center, from classroom support to child care. But 
one of the most rewarding and flexible opportunities is 
working one-on-one with a student through our Adult 
Tutorial Program.  

According to Volunteer and Tutorial Coordinator, Bridget 
Barker, there are more than 80 tutors paired with students 
right now.  

Where does Bridget find 
volunteers? “The most 
effective recruiting tool 
is word-of-mouth, I 
have my tutors share 
with people about their 
experiences,” she says. 
“And I tell people 
everywhere I go. If 
they're not interested, they might know somebody who is.” 

Bridget also takes advantage of the Dover Public Library 
Volunteer Fair and sets up a table at the MUB at UNH to 
recruit students studying education.  

She adds that retirement communities can be a great place 
to find tutors, “If I can get one person, they can send it to 
the group, and it just grows from there.” 

We also promote opportunities on our website where 
prospective tutors can indicate the days and times they are 
available and what types of positions they are interested in, 
such as the opportunity to work with our students at the 
Strafford County Department of Corrections. 

Then comes the match making. Bridget emails the pool of 
tutors, some current and some waiting to be matched, a list 
of students and their needs. Many will pick who they want 
to work with but sometimes Bridget will hand pick a tutor 
because of a particular need or circumstance.  

Tutor-student pairs often become long term friends.  
“I have lots of tutors who are still in contact with the former 
students,” she says. “It is a nice experience and tutors say 
they get as much out of it as a student.” 

Bill Badgley is once again offering one of his popular 
Advanced ESL Classes which started in January. Enrollment 
is ongoing. 

John Tibbetts returned to DALC to teach ESL Level 1 in the 
evenings starting in January. He will be a long term sub for 
Prentiss Phillips  who is traveling.  

Michelle Lebs joined DALC as Technology Integrator in 
November,  replacing Peggy Harvey. Michelle is a NH 
Certified Technology Integration Specialist and Google 
Certified Educator Level 2. 

Leslie Fitzpatrick comes on board in February to teach  
ABE & HSE Prep in Rochester in the evenings. She teaches 
Science at Epping Middle High School during the day. 

Did you know there’ a Multilingual Book Group? Our 
students from around the world share books in their own 
language with activities and art projects for participants. 
Members of the community are encouraged to come to  
the Dover Public Library to listen.   

In Memoriam 

Lili Ellison died on September 29, 2023 at the age of 92 in 
Providence , RI. Debbie says, "She was with her family and 
still quite herself." Lili was a volunteer tutor for many years 
and helped many students learn to read. 
 

Maria Faskianos, passed away In 
New Jersey from pancreatic cancer. 
Maria served for a total of 18 years 
on the DALC Board, completing her 
second nine years in June.   

She was a fierce proponent of 
education for all and a champion for 
adult education.   

To learn more about volunteering with DALC, check out the 
descriptions below  or go to our website: 
doveradultlearning.org/volunteer 

Check out these current opportunities: 

Tutor-Provide one-to-one basic skills instruction in the 
community. 

Childcare Assistant- Care for children aged 6 weeks to 6 
years. Help them learn ABC’s and numbers, play games, 
and enjoy healthy snacks, while their parents study. 

Data Management- Help maintenance of high-quality data, 
which informs programming, grant applications and more.  

Classroom Aide-Work under an experienced teacher to 
provide individual and small group support to students. 

Maria Faskianos 



Thank you to our Friends of the Center 

Founder’s Circle ($500+) 
Paul & Martha Cox 

Paula & John DePlanche 
Patrick & Karen Duffy 

Jeanna & Noah Elwood 
First Parish Church 

GoodWork 
Susan & Brian Gong 

William Harbron 
William & Jean Irvine 

Jack Mettee 
Joseph & Margaret Moore 

TD Bank, in honor of volunteer  
service by Shawn Mahoney 

Stan Tasker 
James Verschueren & Carlo Nittoli 

Senator David Watters &  
Janice Alberghene 

Wentworth-Douglass Hospital 
Belinda & David White 

Rosemary Zurawel 
 

Advocate ($250+) 
Jenna Anand 

Bill Bagley, in memory of  
Carol McEntee 

Carol Birch 
Abraham Burtman Trust 

Dennis Ciotti/Defense Mfg. 
Patricia Coolidge 

in memory of Judy Mettee 
Bob and Marge Goldberg 

Hatcher Kieschnick Family Trust 
Robert & Sally Puth 

David & Maureen Staples 
Thrivent, for Celia McCormack 

David & Elizabeth Tong 
 

Benefactor ($100+) 
Laura Baxter 

Anna Boudreau 
William & Janet Caddle 

Lucie Callahan 
Martha S. Caswell 

Sally Anne & Chester Cobb 
Laura Christoffels 
Christopher Cutler 

Judith Currie 
Gerald & Patricia Daley 

Vasilike Demopoulos 
Joanne Fairchild,  

in memory of Katherine Munson 
Wen Xing Fan 

Marjorie & Robert Goldberg 
Vera, Jeff & Dylan Haus 

Janet Hertzberg & Shelly Lochhead,  
in memory of Ellen Westbrook 

Lauren Jacoby 
Rollins & Jean Janetos 

Kennebunk Savings Bank,  
matching Laura Baxter 

Elizabeth Kolodney 
Peggy & Robert Levesque 

Wolfgang & Deborah Liskow 
Robert McCabe & Elizabeth Fischer 

Donna & Bruce McAdam 
Teresa McDonnell 

Donna Melillo 
Valerie Mills, in recognition of  

Martha Caswell Rodon 
Marie Morgan 

Dennis & Meg Munson 
Donald & Debra Nary 
Judy & Patrick Parks 

Sandra Phipps 
Cora Quisumbing-King 

Sri Rahayuningsih 
Pamela Raley 
Ann Schultz 

Anne & Bruce Smith 
Dr. Edward & Claudia Smith 
Martin & Patricia Sorensen 

Thomas Stevens 
Deanna Strand 

 

Friends 
Saundra Ackler 

Cathleen Beaudoin 
Kimberly Belair 
Barbara Cotta 
Judith Custer 

Joseph & Paula Dubois 
Elizabeth Feuer 

Claudia Gilmartin 
Aline & Tom Goss 

Phyllis Heilbronner 
Russell & Kate Huntress 

Minnett & Tony Induisi, in memory of 
Katherine Munson 

Nora Irvine 
Leigh & Lynn Ivey 

Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Kane 
Dr. Robert & Phyllis Kraunz 

Susan Long 
Nancy Prue 

Bob Renshaw 
Mohammad Reza 
Thomas Stevens 

Evan & Jessica Stowell 
Sandra Straus 

Darlene Therrien 
Steve Varney 
Lauraine York 

The Helen Phipps 
Heritage Society 

 
In 1970, Helen Phipps became the 
Director of Dover Adult Basic 
Education and went on to found the 
Dover Adult Learning Center.  
 
Helen passed away at the age of 83 
in 2010 and to honor her dedication 
and commitment to adult 
education, the DALC Board of 
Directors established the Helen 
Phipps Heritage Society to allow 
supporters to make a leadership gift 
to continue her legacy. 
 
Give a specific dollar amount or a 
percentage of the proceeds of your: 
 

• will 

• insurance policy 

• trust 

• annuity 

• IRA 

• retirement plan 

 
Gifts will be used for future capital 
improvements such as classroom 
equipment, educational software, 
tools and technology. 
 
Making a contribution is easy. DALC 
has volunteer advisors that can 
work with you or your agents.  
 
Contact Executive Director Deanna 
Strand at 603-742-1030. 

     Support DALC: 
 

• Become a volunteer tutor  

• Serve on a committee  

• Join our Board of 
Directors  

• Be a corporate sponsor  

• Add DALC to your estate 
plan  

• Donate and become a 
Friend of the Center 
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Shawn M. Mahoney, President  

Jenna M. Anand, Vice President  

Laura Baxter, Secretary  

Kimberly Belair, Treasurer   
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doveradultlearning.org 

61 Locust St., Dover, NH 03820 

 

Our Programs and Services: 

English Language Learning 

College, Training and Workforce Prep  

Academics and High School Completion 

Integrated Education and Training 

Computer Training 

Tutoring 

 

 
Anna Boudreau 
Barbara Cotta  

Rollins L. Janetos 

Tereza Leite  

 

 

 
Dennis Munson  

Don Nary  

Robert Renshaw  

Rosemary Zurawel  

Board of Directors 


