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Giving adults in Strafford County a second chance, a fresh start or a new opportunity.  

 
Changes at the Federal Level Will 

Reshape Workforce Development 

in New Hampshire 

 
To help address the  growing US labor 

shortfall, federal lawmakers recently 

updated existing legislation with the 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA). 

 

In Strafford County, adult education 

programs are funded through Title II of 
WIOA and are provided by Dover 

Adult Learning Center (DALC). WIOA 

will require a high level of collaboration 

and partnership with other workforce 
agencies, higher education and 

employers. 

 

There is a very strong focus in the 
legislation on preparing people for family

-sustaining careers in high-demand 

occupations in their community. People 
who are undereducated, 

underemployed, have disabilities or are 

unemployed, all are considered critical 

to building the workforce. 
 

Emphasizing training that leads to 

industry recognized post-secondary 

credentials, WIOA aims to help 
employers find workers with the 

necessary skills. WIOA is asking for 

significant involvement by businesses to help 
define a system customized to our 

community. Programs and pathways must 

lead to existing jobs in the growing 

businesses in our community. The bottom 
line: create pathways to available jobs. 

 

Great Bay Community College (GBCC) is a 

critical partner. GBCC has vocational 
training programs, connections to 

businesses and offers industry-recognized 

credentials. DALC and GBCC have created 

the College Success Partnership in which 
adults prepare academically to enter 

vocational training at the college, such as the 

Advanced Manufacturing Certificate 

Program and degree programs, such as 
nursing or other health programs. Adult 

students take adult education classes on the 

GBCC campus while they also take college 

classes.  The classes are affordable and the 
students receive a high level of support. Co-

location, affordability and support make it 

possible for a person to start college even 
while brushing up on essential skills. 

Students don’t have to wait until they are 

“ready” to start college. 

 
Exciting future opportunities exist under 

WIOA.  Academic skills at DALC could be 

tailored to the student’s vocational program, 

students could be co-enrolled in Adult Ed 
and at the college, or a student might even 

receive instruction from both a college 

vocational instructor and an adult educator 
in the same classroom. 

 

Another group supported by WIOA is 

immigrants who come with professional 
training and degrees. This group enters the 

workforce pre-trained, but may need 

language skills in order to utilize their skills 

in the USA, or they may need assistance 
translating or certifying their credentials.  

Here, we might create an ESOL class for 

health care workers to help them learn the 

English used in medical professions while 
assisting them in getting credentialed.  This 

way they can use their skills and get on a 

pathway to a viable career. 

 
Of course, DALC will continue to teach 

English, basic academic skills and high school 

completion courses, but we also need to 

make sure that those skills can lead to jobs 
that are rewarding and family-sustaining.  

Director’s Message                        Deanna Strand 
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Our Board  
Vincent McGroary - President 

Tyler Parkhurst - Vice President 

Martha Caswell - Secretary 
Shauna Brown - Treasurer 

Christine Albert 

Christopher Burns 

Morton Cherim 

Michael Kupfer 

Diane Lambert 

Maggie Moore 

Christina Mukankaka 

Bob Renshaw 

Patricia Silberblatt 

Ellen Westbrook 

Rosemary Zurawel 

Founder’s Circle ($500+) 
Barbara & James Bradshaw 

First Parish Church 

James McNamara 

Measured Progress, Inc. 

Joe & Maggie Moore 
Robert Renshaw 

Charles Reynolds 

Riverstone Resources LLC 

Art & Debbie Tasker 

Mr. & Mrs. John Verploeg 

Jim Verschueren & Carlo Nittoli 

 

Advocate ($250+) 
William Badgley & Carol McEntee 

Abraham Burtman Trust 

D.F. Richard Inc. 

Maria Faskianos 

Great Bay Community College 

William & Jean Irvine 

Thomas R. Jost 

Vincent McGroary 

John & Judy Mettee 

Seacoast IBM Users Group 

Robert & Patricia Silberblatt 

Cathy & Leonard Small 

David & Maureen Staples 

Ellen Westbrook 

David & Belinda White 

 

Benefactor ($100+) 
Denise L. Adams 

K.L. Bowker 

Stephen & Tiffany Brand 

Martha Caswell 

Jerry & Trish Daley 

Vasilike & James Demopoulos 

Nancy Dion 

Andrea Dupere 

Kathleen & Ed Eagan 

Robert & Marjorie Goldberg 

Kyung Hee Jung 

Hibachi Japanese Steak  

House, Inc. 

Larry & Sue Holman 

Tony & Minnett Induisi 

Leigh & Lynn Ivey 

Douglas Lapoint 

Elaine Lauterborn 

C. Valerie Leavitt 

Holly Littlefield 

Susan Long 

Kathy MacDonald 

Mary Jo Mahoney 

Robert McCabe & Elizabeth Fischer 

Celia McCormack 

Dennis & Meg Munson 
Tyler Parkhurst 

Robert & Sally Puth 

Charles & Lucy Putnam 

Pamela Raley 

Ann Schultz 

John & Pam Shore 

Anne & Bruce Smith 

Gordon S. & Susan O. Smith 

Martin & Pat Sorensen 

State Farm Insurance/ 

Sam Haddadin 

Deanna & Paul Strand 

Richard & Diane Thayer 

Stephen Varney 

Jill Taylor & Mark Widholm 

Douglas Wyckoff 

 

Friend ($50+) 
Saundra Ackler 

Maybeth Anderson 

Shauna Brown 

Jean Bullen 

Burns, Bryant, Cox, Rockefeller & 
Durkin 

Jeffrey & Janet Caddle 

Lucie Callahan 

Bryan Campbell 

Mort & Nancy Cherim 

Elsie & Baldwin Domingo 

Joseph & Paula Dubois 

Paula Dubois 

William & Mary Jo Dudley 

Dupont’s Service Center 

Joanne Fairchild 

Muriel Farrar & Don Foster 

Claudia Gilmartin 

Tom & Aline Goss 

Phyllis Heilbronner 

Russell & Kate Huntress 

Lauren Jacoby 

Kyung Hee Jung 

Robert & Phillis Kraunz 

Betty Lathrop 

Debbie & Wolfgang Liskow 

Brad & Heather McAdam 

Tessa McDonnell 

Thelma & Keith McMaster 

Christina Mukankaka 

Anthony & Linda Palmer 

Judith Parks 

Sandie Phipps & Tom Casey 

Joann Rohde 

Miao Fa Temple 

Terry Snook 

Thomas E. Stevens 

Gail & Roy Tanner 

Darlene Therrien 

Thomas Towle 

David Watters & Janice Alberghene 

William Wetzel 

Yifeng Xiong 

 

Other Supporters 
C & K Beaudoin 

Suzanne Clement 

Cathleen Coakley 

Judith Custer 

Peter & Linda Davis 

Nancy Downs 

Elizabeth Feuer 

Stephen Goren 

Raymond Guillemette 

Barbara Henderson 

Maurik & Adalgisa Holtrop 

Dot Hooper 

Hanna Jacoby 

James Kageleiry 

Michael Kupfer 
Diane Lambert 

Laurie Legard 

Thelma & Keith MacMaster 

Arthur & Myla Mathieson 

McEneaney Survey Assoc., Inc. 

Bev O’Brien 

Herbert & Nancy Pickett 

William & Margaret Sawyer 

Donna Shannon 

Peter Widmark/56 Self Storage 

 

Donations Received 

In Memory Of: 

Kay Pieroni, RN 

 

Donations Received 

In Honor Of: 

Glenn Breton 

Cameron Dupere 

ESOL Program 

Donna McAdam Scholarship 

2015 Friends of the Center 

In Their Own Words... 

In Our Own Words… is a collection of original writings.  In poetry, personal  

reflection and artwork, they reveal the diversity, as well as their commonality,  

of our learners.    

Hurt Ankle - by Amanda Snell 
 

On March 16th, 2015, I hurt my ankle.  I fell on some ice and I 

had to go to the hospital.  The doctor said I had a hairline frac-

ture.  They put my foot in a cast.  I had to wear a cast for five to 

six weeks.  I had to use crutches.  I did not like having my foot in 

a cast and using crutches.  It kept me from being able to walk to 

town and go to my mom's.  My cast was pink.  I had to keep my 

foot up when I was sitting down and when I was sleeping.  Now 

since April 29th, 2015, I have an air cast and a walking boot.  So 

now I can walk to my mom's and I can walk to town.  I can't wait 

to be able to wear flip flops so I don't have to wear sneakers all 

the time.  I love being able to walk to town or to my mom's or 

wherever I want to go. 

“My daughter” by Nicole Valdez 
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 It seems that Nataya flashes her beautiful smile a million 

times a day, brightening up everyone around her.  She is returning 

for her second year here at Dover Adult Learning Center.  She 

came from Thailand just over a year ago to live in Dover with her 

American husband.    

 About Dover, Nataya says she was so glad when people 

were nice to her in the grocery store and many other places.  

People's friendliness made her adjustment to the US a lot easier.   

She is also glad that her teen-age daughter, who came to Dover 

with her, has been happy and successful at Dover High School. 

 Nataya had only six years of schooling in her small village 

in Thailand.  Her parents wanted her, the fifth of six children, to 

stay home to help on their farm.  At age 14, Nataya talked her 

parents into letting her go to school to become a beautician.  She 

was working in a salon before she was 16.  By age 19, after further 

beautician training in Bankok, Nataya went to a city near her village 

and opened her own business.  By age 25, she owned the building 

her business was in.   

 By most people's standards, Nataya has been successful, 

but she says, "I feel sad . . . the degree I do not have."  Her father 

saw how hard Nataya worked.  He told Nataya how proud he was 

of her.  He said that some people finish college and have a bad life.  He said that she may not have the school "paper," but he 

would give her a "paper" for her life story.  Nataya remembers and smiles.  

 After a summer visit to her homeland, Nataya is glad to be back studying her English at Dover Adult Learning Center.  

She knows that her teacher Carol Birch will help her with pronunciation and vocabulary.  And Nataya will keep sharing her million 

dollar smile with students and staff, alike. 

Meet our new board members 
The DALC Board of Directors welcomes three new members:   

Rosemary Zurawel, Christine Albert and Christopher Burns. 
 

Rosemary Zurawel is retired. From 1997 to 2013, she was a Middle School Director, 

Curriculum Coordinator and Teacher at Berwick Academy, South Berwick, Maine. She 

holds a Ph. D. from the University of New Hampshire in Curriculum and Instruction, 

two Masters degrees from the University of Rhode Island, in Reading/Education and 

French Studies, and a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Massachusetts in French/

Education.  

 

Christine Albert also hails from the University of New Hampshire, with a Master of So-

cial Work degree, and she holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Gordon College.  

She a licensed independent clinical social worker and the Program Director at the Dover 

Children’s Home, Dover. 

 

Attorney Christopher Burns is the Managing Director of the Parenting Support Center, Portsmouth. Chris was admit-

ted to the State and Federal Bars of New Hampshire in 2002. He is a graduate of Loyola University School of Law, 

New Orleans, Louisiana  having earned a Juris Doctor in Common Law and holds Certificates in Civil and International 

Law; a Bachelor of Arts from UNH in Political Science and International Relations with a Russian Language Minor and a 

Certificate of Advanced Russian Language and Literature from Moscow Energy Institute, Moscow, Russia. 

Christine Albert 



 

61 Locust Street, Dover, NH 03820 

www.doveradultlearning.org 

603-742-1030 

Located in the McConnell Community Center, Dover Adult Learning Center of Strafford County helps adults in the Strafford County area 

enhance their life-coping skills and improve their lives through basic education, job training, high school completion and enrichment classes. We 

help our students become more effective lifelong learners, family members, workers and citizens. 

What’s happening at DALC? 
 

Keep in touch between our print 
newsletters by signing up for our 

emails at  
 

www.doveradultlearning.org 
 

Also “like” our Facebook page: 
 

facebook.com/DALCNH 

 

  

Fall Enrichment Classes  

are going on now… 

 

Browse, register & pay online at 

 

 doveradultlearningcenter.org 

Be a part of our success: 
 

 Serve on a committee 
 
 Become a volunteer tutor 
 
 Join our Board of Directors 
 
 Take an enrichment class 
 
 Teach an enrichment class 
 
 Become a Friend of the Center by 

making a donation 
 
 Include us in your estate planning  
 
 Mentor an adult student 
 
 Become a corporate or event sponsor  


