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Giving adults in Strafford County a second chance, a fresh start or a new opportunity.  

 Looking out my window at 
snow drifts as tall as a full grown 
adult, walking through howling 
winds and on slippery sidewalks and 
counting the growing number of 
school delays and cancellations, it’s 
hard for me to imagine that we will 
be walking and running on clear 
ground in just a few weeks, but it’s 
true.  Reds Race will be run for the 
34th year in a row on Sunday, April 
12, rain, snow or shine.   
 Reds Race is one of the first 
of the road races in the Dover Race 
Series, and as such, kicks off the 
spring road race season.  Yes, spring.  
It will be here, sooner than we realize 

and with it will come all of the 
excitement and satisfaction of another 
school year drawing to a close and our 
culminating event, high school 
graduation will cap off the year.  
 For now, dedicated students 
and teachers brave the winds and snow 
to be here, day after day, dedicated to 
the work of teaching and learning.  Just 
as the landscape will be transformed in 
the near future, so will the lives of our 
students as they complete life-long 
educational goals and many enter 
employment, college or training 
programs.   
 In an exciting partnership with 
Great Bay Community College (GBCC), 
this winter, 14 adult students are taking 
an adult education course with Kim 
Hanson, Dover Adult Learning Center 
math teacher, on the campus of GBCC.  
The course is aimed at improving their 
scores on the college placement test, the 
Accuplacer.  This partnership was 
mentioned recently by Governor Maggie 
Hassan in her budget presentation as an 
important part of the state’s plan for 
education.  She said: 
“In the past year, we have begun a pilot 
program through the Bureau of Adult 
Education to help adults get any 
remedial education they need before 

they get to the community college 
system. This helps adult students save 
their Pell Grant allotment and helps us 
make sure that we are using our higher 
education dollars as effectively as 
possible. We are expanding that pilot 
program to all of our community 
colleges by the end of the biennium.” 
 Earlier this winter, DALC 
students participated in a civic 
education project in which they wrote 
letters to the Governor describing their 
work at DALC and their goals for the 
future.  Many of them received letters 
back from the Governor’s office.  The 
Governor’s budget includes a small 
increase for adult education. What a 
powerful message to adult students!  
Their work and their words matter and 
they have an impact! 

Director’s Message                        Deanna Strand 

Be a part of our success: 

 Serve on a committee 
 

 Become a volunteer tutor 
 

 Join our Board of Directors 
 

 Take an enrichment class 
 

 Teach an enrichment class 
 

 Become a Friend of the Center by 

making a donation 
 

 Include us in your estate planning  
 

 Become a corporate or event 

sponsor  



Page 2 Adult Learning Center News 

Our Board Members 

Bob Renshaw-President 

Vincent McGrory-Vice President 

Maggie Moore -Secretary 

Shauna Brown -Treasurer 

Martha Caswell 

Morton Cherim 

Nancy Dion 

Maria Faskianos  

Michael Kupfer 

Diane Lambert 

Elaine Lauterborn 

Judy Mettee 

Christina Mukankaka 

Dennis Munson 

Donald Nary 

Tyler Parkhurst 

Patricia Silberblatt 

Patricia Sorensen 

Ellen Westbrook 

Founder’s Circle ($500+) 
Barbara & James Bradshaw 

First Parish Church 

Measured Progress, Inc. 

Joe & Maggie Moore 

Robert Renshaw 
Charles Reynolds 

Riverstone Resources LLC 

Art & Debbie Tasker 

Mr. & Mrs. John Verploeg 

Jim Verschueren & Carlo Nittoli 

 

Advocate ($250+) 
William Badgley & Carol McEntee 

Abraham Burtman Trust 

D.F. Richard Inc. 

Maria Faskianos 

Great Bay Community College 

William & Jean Irvine 

Thomas R. Jost 

James McNamara 

Vincent McGroary 

John & Judy Mettee 

Seacoast IBM Users Group 

Robert & Patricia Silberblatt 

Cathy & Leonard Small 

David & Maureen Staples 

Ellen Westbrook 

David & Belinda White 

 

Benefactor ($100+)  

Denise L. Adams 

Stephen & Tiffany Brand 

Martha Caswell 

Jerry & Trish Daley 

Vasilike & James Demopoulos 

Nancy Dion 

Andrea Dupere 

Kathleen & Ed Eagan 

Robert & Marjorie Goldberg 

Hibachi Japanese Steak  

House, Inc. 

Larry & Sue Holman 

Tony & Minnett Induisi 

Douglas Lapoint 

Elaine Lauterborn 

C. Valerie Leavitt 

Holly Littlefield 

Susan Long 

Kathy MacDonald 

Mary Jo Mahoney 

Dennis & Meg Munson 

Tyler Parkhurst 

Robert & Sally Puth 

Charles & Lucy Putnam 
Pamela Raley 

Ann Schultz 

John & Pam Shore 

Anne & Bruce Smith 

Gordon S. & Susan O. Smith 

Martin & Pat Sorensen 

State Farm Insurance/ 

Sam Haddadin 

Deanna & Paul Strand 

Jill Taylor & Mark Widholm 

Douglas Wyckoff 

 

Friend ($50+) 
Maybeth Anderson 

Shauna Brown 

Jean Bullen 

Burns, Bryant, Cox, Rockefeller & 

Durkin 

Jeffrey & Janet Caddle 

Bryan Campbell 

Mort & Nancy Cherim 

Joseph & Paula Dubois 

Paula Dubois 

William & Mary Jo Dudley 

Dupont’s Service Center 

Claudia Gilmartin 

Tom & Aline Goss 

Phyllis Heilbronner 

Russell & Kate Huntress 

Leigh & Lynn Ivey 

Lauren Jacoby 

Robert & Phillis Kraunz 

Debbie & Wolfgang Liskow 

Brad & Heather McAdam 

Robert McCabe & Elizabeth 
Fischer 

Tessa McDonnell 

Thelma & Keith McMaster 

Christina Mukankaka 

Anthony & Linda Palmer 

Judith Parks 

Sandie Phipps & Tom Casey 

Joann Rohde 

Miao Fa Temple 

Thomas E. Stevens 

Gail & Roy Tanner 

Darlene Therrien 

Thomas Towle 

Stephen Varney 

David Watters &  

Janice Alberghene 

William Wetzel 

Yifeng Xiong 

 

Other Supporters 
C & K Beaudoin 
Lucie Callahan 

Suzanne Clement 

Judith Custer 

Peter & Linda Davis 

Joanne Fairchild 

Elizabeth Feuer 

Stephen Goren 

Barbara Henderson 

Maurik & Adalgisa Holtrop 

Dot Hooper 

Hanna Jacoby 

James Kageleiry 

Michael Kupfer 

Laurie Legard 

Betty Lathrop 

Arthur & Myla Mathieson 

McEneaney Survey Associates, Inc. 

Bev O’Brien 

Herbert & Nancy Pickett 

William & Margaret Sawyer 

Donna Shannon 

Peter Widmark/56 Self Storag5 
 

Donations Received 

In Honor Of: 
Glenn Breton 
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2015 Friends of the Center 

In Their Own Words... 

In Our Own Words… is a collection of original writings.  In poetry, personal reflection and artwork, they reveal their diversity, as well 

as their commonality as learners.    

The Story of my Life…..by Trang Vu 
   When I was in Viet Nam, I had a lot of friends.  My favorite thing was to walk around the town with 
my friends.  I miss a lot of things in Viet Nam.  I can't go to my favorite places.  When I had free time I 
liked to go to the book-store, out-door café, roadside restaurant, and shops with my brother, cousin, 
and my friends.  We were very happy. 
   Sometimes we raised money for charitable organizations.  I helped an orphanage and gave them mon-
ey to buy food.  But I didn't like to go to the orphanage because when I saw the children in there I 
cried.  It made me feel sad. 
I never thought about moving to the US, but you never know what can happen.  On May 31, 2011, I 
moved to the US.  I left everything in Viet Nam.  I left my parents, brother, and friends.  I had changed 
my life. 
   Everything had changed.  English was very hard for me.  Because I didn't think I would come to the 
US, I didn't study hard in Viet Nam.  Here I learned how to drive and how to buy gas.  I had to learn 
how to use the bank to get money, to get food, and to take the bus to school. 
   I worked in my family business, but it was very difficult.  Customers didn't like me.  They said I was 
hard to talk to because they couldn't understand me.  Sometimes I cried when they said that.  I decided 
to go to school to learn English.  I want to get my GED and I want to go to college.  I have come a long 
way and I hope I can do it. 
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 Despite having her left eye 

removed due to a cancerous tumor and 

a subsequent diagnosis of third stage 

lung cancer and undergoing chemo and 

radiation, Cathy rarely misses her 

evening ABE classes with Kim Hanson.   

"I am trying to make something of 

myself," she said with determination.  

And she is unfailingly upbeat. 

 Not asking for sympathy but 

enjoying any humor she can inject, 

Cathy just states her situation simply.  

She was one of nine children in a 

struggling family.  If she asked her 

mother for something, her mother 

would respond that Cathy could not 

have it.   To be fair, all her sisters and 

brothers would also need it -- and there 

was not enough to go around.  So at age 

15, she began part-time work in a shoe 

shop to earn money.  She found she 

liked the work, as well as the money.  

So, no surprise, Cathy gave up school to 

continue earning wages.  "I could kick 

myself in the butt," she said, for that 

decision. 

  Last year Cathy began coming 

to evening academic classes with Kim.  

Staff focus… Kristie Boucher Pepper 

"She is really a good teacher, a good 

woman," Cathy said of Kim.   

 Cathy's favorite subjects are math 

and reading.  Since coming to class, she 

feels she has learned quite a bit.  She finds 

herself reading more.  In addition, she 

enjoys the other students and considers 

herself the class clown.  

 Last fall her life changed with 

the diagnosis of a tumor in her eye.  Her 

eye had to be removed.  Cathy says her 

younger sister Charlene, who also 

comes to class in the evening, "has been 

with me every step of the way."  Then 

to top that challenge, Cathy was 

diagnosed with 3rd stage lung cancer.  

As breathing is difficult, she had to give 

up her job.  Not dwelling on the illness, 

Cathy goes on to speak highly of the 

Cancer Center at Wentworth-Douglass 

Hospital where she undergoes chemo 

and radiation treatment.  "I like to make 

them laugh," she said of the people at 

the Center. 

 Despite her throat feeling as if 

it were on fire and being so tired it is 

hard to get out of bed, Cathy drags 

herself to class every Tuesday and 

Thursday.  She might have missed a class 

or two, she is not sure.   

 She hopes to eventually pass 

her high school equivalency.   But, she 

still insists with a ready smile that she is 

"trying to make something of myself."  

Someone needs to tell her that she 

already has.  

  

 Kristie began working at Dover Adult Learning Center as 

an academic skills and  HiSET (high school equivalency test) prep 

teacher in Rochester in the fall of 2014.  She had been working as 

a substitute teacher since 2011 and as a tutor since 2008.  

 Kristie has a Bachelor’s Degree from Endicott College, 

and she is currently attending Southern New Hampshire Univer-

sity and working on her Master’s Degree in Education.  

 Her hobbies (when she is not working) include studying 

business, painting, reading, and spending time with her husband 

and 2-year-old son.  



 

61 Locust Street, Dover, NH 03820 

www.doveradultlearning.org 

603-742-1030 

Located in the McConnell Community Center, Dover Adult Learning Center of Strafford County helps adults in the Strafford County area 

enhance their life-coping skills and improve their lives through basic education, job training, high school completion and enrichment classes. We 

help our students become more effective lifelong learners, family members, workers and citizens. 

What’s happening at DALC? 
 

Keep in touch between our print 
newsletters by signing up for our 

emails at  
 

www.doveradultlearning.org 
 

You can also check out our  
Facebook page: 

facebook.com/DALCNH 

Register now for Reds Run for a Better Community 
 

Reds Run for Better 

Community 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 
 

Registration is now open! 
 

Part of the Dover Race Series  
 

www.reds-race.com 


