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Giving adults in Strafford County a second chance, a fresh start or a new opportunity.

Director’s Message

Deanna Strand

Spring is a magical time in the
world of adult education. As the
school year winds down, there
is much to be excited about and
many wonderful events to look
forward to.

In our annual celebration
of cultural diversity, the Culture
Exchange, our ESOL students

Be a part of our success:

¢ Serve on a committee

¢ Become a volunteer tutor
¢ Join our Board of Directors
¢ Take an enrichment class

¢

Become a Friend of the Center by
making a donation

¢ Include us in your estate planning

* Become a corporate or event
sponsor

will practice their growing language
skills with special guests, sharing
art and artifacts from their culture.
The whole center will gather for
an awards ceremony on the last
day of school, coming together for
one last time to eat and celebrate.

The 25th anniversary
edition of our annual publication,
“In Our Own Words,” featuring
poems, essays, artwork and stories
by adult students is “on the press.”

And of course, our annual
graduation, scheduled for June 16,
promises to be a joyous and
moving celebration of student
achievement.

Of course, the end of the
year is also a time to reflect on the
accomplishments of 2013-14. We
have successfully transitioned from
the GED to the HiIiSET, and
students are finding success in
large numbers with this new high
school equivalency test. Student
participation in record numbers
made Red’s Race a huge success,
which we celebrated with a Center

-wide pizza party and awards
ceremony.

Our growing Adult Career
Pathways program is helping adults
throughout the community
prepare for college and career
training, and challenging our staff
to find creative ways to meet
diverse needs.

Year in and year out, the
hard-working staff, dedicated
board and resilient students at
DALC amaze me with their
passion for and commitment to
the transformative power of
education.
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Judy Mettee - President
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Christine Mukankaka
Dennis Munson
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In Their Own Words...

My Soul Mates are Pieces of My Heart....by Margareitha Momor

Adult Learning Center News

Do you want your spouse to be your soul mate, first and foremost?

Yes, | do want my spouse to be my soul mate, first and foremost! Why!? Be-
cause for me, when we promised to get married, it started from that moment. We prom-
ised to want to always be together, forevermore, in health or sickness, for richer or poor-
er, to still keep together in all circumstances. It’s not easy to be together forevermore,
but we are trying. | like to have a community called family. And now | have it, a family.
There are parents and kids. | love my spouse and my kids, so | would like us to be togeth-
er forevermore. They are my soul mates in my life.

Sometimes we have troubles for different reasons in our household, but we
know that’s normal. No household is perfect. We come from different characters, and
no character is the same. We just understand and love each other if we want to be to-
gether — foremost. Love is the most important thing for me.

In Our Own Words... is a collection of original writings. In poetry, personal reflection and artwork,
they reveal their diversity, as well as their commonality as learners.

Friends of the Center

Founder’s Circle ($500+)
Abraham Burtman Charity Trust
First Parish Church
Bill & Jean Irvine & Riverstone
Resources
Measured Progress
Joseph J. & Margaret K. Moore, ll|
Charles Reynolds
Deborah & Arthur Tasker
James Verschueren & Carlo Nittoli

Advocate ($250+)
William Badgley & Carol McEntee
Maria Faskianos
Great Bay Community College
Jack & Judy Mettee
Cathy and Skip Small
Julia Ver Ploeg
Belinda & David White

Benefactor ($100+)
Karen Bowker
Paul & Janet Butler
Mary Buese & Alan Greene
Maureen Claussen
Kitty Cornwell
Jerry & Trish Daley
Dr. & Mrs. James Demopoulos
John and Paula DePlanche
Nancy Dion
Elsie & Baldwin Domingo
DF Richard Energy

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Eagan

Muriel Farrar & Donald Foster

Bob & Marge Goldberg
Larry & Sue Holman

Margareth Kieschnick & Philip

Hatcdher
Bruce & Donna McAdam
Vincent McGroary
James M. McNamara & Alice
Cook
Tony & Minnett Induisi
Dennis & Meg Munson
Northeast Credit Union
Anthony Palmer &
Linda Smith-Palmer
Tyler & Amanda Parkhurst
Sally J. Puth
Charles & Lucy Putnam
Cora Quisumbing-King
Pamela S. Raley
Bruce & Anne Smith
Gordon & Susan Smith
Martin & Pat Sorensen
Deanna & Paul Strand
David & Maureen Staples
Kathleen Thompson
Thomas Towle

Donations Received
In Honor Of:

Jennifer @ Alie’s Jewelers

Friend ($50+)
Saundra Ackler
Maybeth Anderson
Shauna Brown
Jean Bullen
Burns, Bryant, Cox,
Rockefeller & Durkin, P.A.
Jeffrey & Janet Caddle
Cathleen Coakley
C & Y Hoefer-Diehl
Joseph & Paula DuBois
Paula Dubois
Joanne Fairchild
Peter & Joyce Forsythe
Tom & Aline Goss
Vera Haus
Phyllis Heilbronner
James & Frances Kageleiry
Betty Lathrop
Elaine Lauterborn
Holly Littlefield
Debbie & Wolfgang Liskow
Susan Long
Robert McCabe & Elizabeth Fisher
Don & Debora Nary
Therese A. Nossiff
Bev O’Brien
Sandie Phipps & Tom Casey
Kathleen Morse Sawtell
Terry Snook
Roy & Gail Tanner
Darlene Therrien

Steve Varney
David H. Watters
William Wetzel, Jr.

Other Supporters
Mary Allard
Kenneth Beaudoin
Emma Bent
Lucie A. Callahan
Suzanne Clement
Judith & Earle Custer
Barbara B. DeHart
Virginia & Maurice Dichard
Nina French
Elizabeth Feuer
Margartha Gerung
Stephen Goren
Dorothea D. Hooper
Hanna B. Jacoby
Diane Lambert
David and Mary Lancaster
Laurie Legard
McEneaney Survey Assoc, Inc.
Patricia Mengi
Julie & Roger Mulloy
Nancy Pickett
Margaret Redhouse &
Laurie Legard
Phil & Susan Read
Sibmug, Seacoast IBM Users Group
Sen. David Watters



"He is one of
those people that
| you wonder how
L were we so lucky
- to have him?" said

| Jill Taylor. Mike is
- a volunteer in the
evening HiSET
preparation

Last fall, he wanted to
volunteer somewhere, as he felt
volunteering was important. He looked
up "volunteer tutoring” online, and
found that Dover Adult Learning Center
needed volunteers. He called, and Deb
Liskow, the volunteer coordinator
found that Jill would appreciate help
with students who wanted to pass their
GED before the test changed in
December.

Math is Mike's specialty, and
math help is what is needed most often
on the high school equivalency tests
(GED/HISET). He not only volunteered
on Tuesday nights, but toward
December when the last GED tests
were being given, Mike came Thursday
nights, as well. "l don't know what we
would have done without him!" said Jill.

Then he continued to volunteer
in January as students began familiarizing
themselves with the new high school
equivalency test, the HiSET. Mike
enjoys tutoring in Jill's class. "I like the
way everyone is on each other's team;
everyone wants everyone to do well."

Not only is he helping out with
Jill's class, but he is tutoring another
student so he can get higher scores on

2

classes.

Center Stars - Mike and Brady

his Accuplacer. What subject? Algebra,
of course! The Accuplacer is a test
used by many colleges and universities
as a placement guide. Not passing can
mean that students must take costly
remedial classes with no credit before
beginning college courses.

Volunteering has been part of
Mike's life for quite some time. He
helped students who were slightly
younger than he was in high school,
usually in math. Then he continued on
in college. He even helped a nine year-
old in reading.

No, he does not spend all his
time volunteering. He has and enjoys a
full time job in online marketing for a
market research company. He also
enjoys basketball, hiking, and playing
guitar -- but, he
added with his usual
sense of humor, not
enough to show
anyone! And, the big [
news is that he is
getting married next
January! Plenty to
smile about!

Unlike many
HiSET students who want to go on in
their studies or get a better job, Brady
is different. He wants the insurance of if
and when he does need another job, he
can get a good one. He has a good job
now, but he is making sure in case the
company makes job changes in the
future that he is covered.

A refreshing change to is-it-on-
the-test mode, Brady many times wants

Page 3

to learn the math or the writing skills.
He began studying for his high school
equivalency last fall in the evenings.
Rather than try to finish before the
GED test ended in New Hampshire,
Brady opted to wait until the new
HiSET test began to begin testing out of
the five subjects. He will begin testing
soon.

He enjoys his classmates, his
teacher Jill Taylor, and the volunteer
aide, Mike, despite the five subjects he
needs to study. Brady frequently can be
seen in class discussing possible answers
with classmates, seeking answers from
Jill or Mike, or trying to write an essay
for the first time in his life.

Getting to class is not all that
easy either. With three children, ages
10 months, 2 1/2 years, and 5 1/2 years,
at home, Brady and his wife need to
make sure someone is home to care for
them. This means juggling both their
jobs. When he needs to work
overtime, he does not stay later because
that would interfere with his wife's job,
but he goes in earlier to work. And,
with a demanding 2 year old and 10
month old, trying to study is impossible.
Ask Brady for an imitation of their
demands, and you will easily get the
idea.

As to time off, Brady does not
know what the word is. He describes
his Sunday as kids and laundry all day
long. His face lights up as he talks about
if he had time off. "I'd go out to eat or
to a movie!" But, that would require a
babysitter and major planning.

Your Donations at Work - Scholarships: Investing in the future

Each year at graduation, outstanding students are recognized for their achievement and rewarded with scholarships. A
significant funding source for these important awards comes from individual donors, who support DALC during our annual appeal.

The winning scholars are chosen based on the following criteria: Evidence of commitment to education and clear thinking
about educational goals, likelihood of success in the higher education program chosen and need for financial assistance in order to

reach their goal.

The Helen Phipps - Debbie Tasker Scholarship honors two of DALC’s long-time directors. The Betsy Hackett Memorial
Scholarship honors the former teacher for her passion for working with women in transition. The Donna McAdam scholarship is
awarded in honor of the long-time counselor and her work with so many students over the years.

The Minett Induisi Scholarship, funded by the Beacon Group, honors her work, past and present and her commitment to
helping every student find success. Dover Rotary Club provides $1,500 for scholarships, which is divided between a few very de-
serving students and also funds smaller scholarships throughout the year for testing fees and adult high school tuition.
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What'’s happening at DALC?

Keep in touch between our
print newsletters by signing up
for our emails at

doveradultlearning.org

You can also check out our
Facebook page:
facebook.com/DALCNH

Education News - Red’s Race a Win-Win

The big winners in the Reds Race - Run for a Better Community are (left to right) Jing Ling Lin (Joey) with a total of $687.45 in pledges, Renee
Wright coming in at $379 and Faith Wong at $226. The real big winner is of course DALC. Teams of students, staff and volunteers raised $6700
and with additional race proceeds we will reach our goal of $9000.

Located in the McConnell Community Center, Dover Adult Learning Center of Strafford County helps adults in the Strafford County area
enhance their life-coping skills and improve their lives through basic education, job training, high school completion and enrichment classes. We
help our students become more effective lifelong learners, family members, workers and citizens.




